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its service and on board, the com-
plement required by the certificate of 
inspection. 

(b) Any vessel subject to inspection 
under 46 U.S.C. 3301 must, while on a 
voyage, be under the direction and con-
trol of an individual who holds an ap-
propriate license issued by the Coast 
Guard. For the purposes of this para-
graph: 

(1) A voyage is the period of time 
necessary to transit from the port of 
departure to the final port of arrival. 

(2) A port does not include an Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) facility as de-
fined in 33 CFR part 140. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended at USCG-2004–18884, 69 FR 58343, 
Sept. 30, 2004] 

§ 15.520 Mobile offshore drilling units. 
(a) The requirements in this section 

for mobile offshore drilling units 
(MODUs) supplement other require-
ments in this part. 

(b) The OCMI determines the min-
imum number of licensed individuals 
and crew (including lifeboatmen) re-
quired for the safe operation of in-
spected MODUs. In addition to other 
factors listed in this part, the special-
ized nature of the MODU is considered 
in determining the specific manning 
levels. 

(c) A license as offshore installation 
manager (OIM), barge supervisor (BS), 
or ballast control operator (BCO) au-
thorizes service only on MODUs. A li-
cense or endorsement as OIM is re-
stricted to the MODU type and mode of 
operation specified on the license. 

(d) A self-propelled MODU other than 
a drillship must be under the command 
of an individual who holds a license as 
master endorsed as OIM. 

(e) A drillship must be under the 
command of an individual who holds a 
license as master. When a drillship is 
on location, the individual in command 
must hold a license as master endorsed 
as OIM. 

(f) A non-self-propelled MODU must 
be under the command of an individual 
who holds a license or endorsement as 
OIM. 

(g) An individual serving as mate on 
a self-propelled surface unit other than 
a drillship must hold an appropriate li-
cense as mate and an endorsement as 

BS or BCO. An individual holding a li-
cense or endorsement as barge super-
visor or ballast control operator may 
be substituted for a required mate 
when a self-propelled surface unit other 
than a drillship is on location or under 
tow, under certain circumstances as 
determined by the cognizant OCMI. 

(h) An individual holding a license or 
endorsement as barge supervisor is re-
quired on a non-self-propelled surface 
unit other than a drillship. 

(i) An individual holding a license or 
endorsement as barge supervisor may 
serve as ballast control operator. 

(j) The OCMI issuing the MODU’s cer-
tificate of inspection may authorize 
the substitution of chief or assistant 
engineer (MODU) for chief or assistant 
engineer, respectively, on self-pro-
pelled or propulsion assisted surface 
units, except drillships. The OCMI may 
also authorize the substitution of as-
sistant engineer (MODU) for assistant 
engineer on drillships. 

(k) Requirements in this part con-
cerning radar observers do not apply to 
non-self-propelled MODUs. 

(l) A surface mobile offshore drilling 
unit underway or on location, when 
afloat and equipped with a ballast con-
trol room, must have that ballast con-
trol room manned by an individual 
holding a license or endorsement au-
thorizing service as ballast control op-
erator. 

[CGD 81–059a, 55 FR 14805, Apr. 18, 1990] 

§ 15.525 Reference to other parts. 
Parts 31 and 35 of this chapter con-

tain additional manning requirements 
applicable to tank vessels. 

§ 15.530 Large passenger vessels. 
(a) The definition of terms used in 

this section is the same as § 12.40–3 of 
this subchapter. 

(b) The owner or operator of a U.S.- 
flag large passenger vessel must ensure 
that any non-resident alien holding a 
Coast Guard-issued merchant mariner’s 
document described in subpart 12.40 of 
this subchapter is provided the rights, 
protections, and benefits of the Inter-
national Labor Organization’s Mer-
chant Shipping (Minimum Standards) 
Convention of 1976. 

(c) On U.S.-flag large passenger ves-
sels, non-resident aliens holding a 
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